WE ARE A EUCHARIST CENTERED PEOPLE WHO, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, LIVE OUR FAITH IN WORD AND DEED BY
SHARING OUR TIME. TALENT, AND TREASURE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER AND SERVE
THOSE IN NEED.

November 2, 2025
Mass intentions during November 3rd - 9th The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
Mon. 8:00 Lois Lee, Salvador Zendejas John 6:37-40
Angelina and Vicente Alvarez, All Souls I lost my wallet this year. It was such an annoyance to replace every-
Tues. 8:00 Bette Jo Garzeli Reich, Judy Giusti, Earl Dolcini, Ruth Stahl | thing in it. A friend, moved by sympathy, gave me a beautiful new
Wed. 8:00 Emma Van Bramer (L), Ana Elvy Guzman (L) one. One month later I lost that one, too, with all my newly replaced
Marcial Tinoco and Family (L), Brian O’Reilly cards. No matter what I did, I couldn’t find what I had lost. I resigned
Thur. 8:00 Conchita Valle, Luis Miguel Cardenas Valencia myself to never seeing either of my wallets again.
Mar.iano Cardenas S.antos, Jesus Gl.ltierrez Fortunately, the Lord Jesus is not like me in this regard. In today’s
Fri. 8:00 Melisa and Yareli Tinoco and Family (L) Gospel (John 6:37—40), he says, “This is the will of the one who sent
The Alcaraz Family (L) me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me.” Jesus, unlike
Eulalia Ventura, Benigno Aguilar, Jerry Gause me, is ever vigilant with what the Father has given him. He searches
Sat. 8:00 Rev. Fr. Jose Gonzalez (L), Alexia Hernandez (L) for every lost soul — as the shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to pursue
Mary Jane Oliva the one lost sheep, or the woman rejoices upon recovering a lost coin
5:00 Pro Populo — and even descends to the depths of loss on the cross and into the
7:00 The Enriquez Gutierrez Family (L), Eduardo Vargas realm of the dead to recover that which seems forever lost.
Juan and Miguel Alcala, Guadalupe Garcia On All Souls’ Day, as we remember our faithful departed, these words
Sun. 7:30 Maximo Alcaraz (L), Maria Sagrario Mendoza kindle a hope beyond hope in our hearts. Even the dead are not lost to
9:00 Nina Sable-Lavery (L), Mike Curuchet Jesus, though they may seem so to us. Nothing entrusted to him by the
10:30  Karina and Robert Morales (L) Father is ever truly lost. So, we may hope that every soul, no matter
Earl Dolcini, Salvador Zendejas, Arthur Barboni how wandering or forgotten in life, is secure in his loving care and
12:00 David Viveros (L), Juan Andres Avalos and Family (L) destined to be raised on the last day. Of what the Father gives him, he
Emma and Ignacio Gonzalez and Family (L) loses nothing.
Mario Herrera, Jose Luis Avalos —_ Father John Muir  ©LPi

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Since Sunday is the Feast of All Souls, I’d like to follow up on what I mentioned in my previous Pastor’s
Desk. The Feast of All Souls is important enough that it is one of the very few observances on the liturgical
calendar which, while not being a Holy Day of Obligation, still supplants the regular Sunday celebration.

The observance of All Souls’ is the product of church teaching, devotional piety, and the felt experience of
believers. On this point, let me quote the 20th century Jesuit theologian and spiritual master, Fr. Karl Rahner.

“The great mistake of many people — among them, even pious persons — is to imagine that those whom death
has taken, leave us. They do not leave us. They remain! Where are they? In darkness? Oh, no! It is we who are
in darkness. We do not see them, but they see us. Their eyes, radiant with glory, are fixed upon our eyes full of
tears... Though invisible to us, our dead are not absent.

“I have often reflected upon the surest comfort for those who mourn. It is this: a firm faith in the real and con-
tinual presence of our loved ones; it is the clear and penetrating conviction that death has not destroyed them,
nor carried them away. They are not even absent, but living near to us, transfigured... On the contrary, they
have, in depth and fervor of devotion, grown larger a hundredfold. Death is, for the good, a translation into
light, into power, into love. Those who on earth were only ordinary Christians become perfect... those who
were good become sublime.”

Believers have prayed for the dead since the earliest times of the Church, and even before. It arose out of lived
human experience of the closeness of our beloved departed, and an example of the principle, “Lex orandi, lex
credendi”, which means, “how people pray indicates how and what they believe.”

In Catholic teaching, Purgatory (that medieval word!) is not a physical place, but a necessary process of purifi-
cation in which our souls are prepared to be in the presence of Almighty God. In this life, all symphonies re-
main unfinished. We all die imperfect — i.e., incomplete — and must undergo this purification and liberation. |
think of it being unburdened of our spiritual “baggage” — whether of a sinful nature or not — so that we can be
in the unmediated presence, light and love of Almighty God.

As I’ve mentioned many times before, the most important virtues to cultivate as we get older are the
“theological virtues” — faith, hope and love. In practice, perhaps the greatest of these is hope — not mere opti-
mism, or the belief that all will go as we wish, but a deep and unshakeable conviction that God’s promises to
each of us will be kept.

This, I believe, is closer to the real meaning of the Feast of All Souls, and “Day of the Dead”, lest we live as
people who have no real hope.

Blessings, Fr. Bill Donahue
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 3RD - 9TH E

z Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36/ g

Lk 14:12-14 o

| Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/ E

Lk 14:15-24 8

Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9/ -]

Lk 14:25-33 B

Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14/ !

[ Lk 15:1-10

~ Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ !

) 5 - Lk 16:1-8 E
e e Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5,

ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 10-11/Lk 16:9-15 E

o Sunday:  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/ E

-] = 1 Cor 3:9¢-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 J
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH is open
~. from 8:00 am to 3:30 pm, Monday through Fri-
day Weekday Mass is at 8:00 am and Rosary
from 8:30 to 9:00 am. All are welcome.

Holy CONGRATULATIONS - to Ames Matthew
- Baptism Sanchez who received the Sacrament of
~ Baptism.

CONFESSIONS are held in the church on
™ | Thursdays at 6 pm and Saturdays at 3:30 pm;
?2, A please enter through the confessional (left)
= side.

OUR SYMPATHIES go out to the family of Maria Sagrario
Mendoza who passed away October 17th. May the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY FOR - Nina Sable-Lavery, Rich- 35
ard Kingsbury, Jose Rodriguez, Melvin B. LaFran- N
chi, Colin Lagos, Quintin Ponce Jr., and Michelle
Paskal.

ALL SOULS DAY REMEMBRANCE ENVELOPES will
be available at all entrances of the church this
= weekend. You may write the names of your
loved ones on them. During the month of No-

'\ vember, the Remembrance Book will also be
avallable We remember our loved ones and honor their

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Last Sunday’s offering:
Sunday Basket $7,359
On-Line Giving 1,369
Total $8,728

The second collection last weekend for the
Maintenance Fund was $5,228.

Thank you for your generosity.

There will be a second collection next weekend for the
Communications and Catholic University.

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. VINCENT’S - To sign up for
online giving, go to https://www.svdppetaluma.org EugeTsm
and look for the red “Donate” button on the upper i%
right of the front page. You can also use this QR
code to take you directly to the website. For more ; :
information, please contact the parish office at 707-762- 4278

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

At St. Vincent de Paul Elementary School, our mission is to
educate and nurture the whole child-mind, body,

-\ and spirit. Rooted in the Catholic faith, we provide
¥) a loving and supportive environment where stu-
dents in TK through 8th grade grow not only in
knowledge, but also in faith, character, and service to others.

Our dedicated teachers guide students to discover their God-
given gifts, encouraging curiosity, compassion, and a lifelong
love of learning. We integrate faith into every part of the day
through prayer, service, and a strong sense of community. We
are helping children build a foundation that will guide them
throughout their lives.

We invite all parish families to prayerfully consider joining
our school community. Applications for the upcoming school
w year will be available on December 1st! Come and see how
a Catholic education can make a lasting difference for your
child and family.

For more information or to schedule a tour, please visit
www.svelem.org or contact our school office at 707-762-6426.

memory with great respect as we pray for them.

BIBLE STUDY Bible Study is back! We welcome you to
= join "Jesus: The Way The Truth and The
Life" a 10 week study in the Parish Hall every
o -/ Tuesday from 6:45 - 8:30 pm beginning De-
= cember 2, and continuing Dec. 9, 16, January
6, 13, 20, 27, and February 3, 10, 17. More
<" 4 details coming soon. Contact Joanne Ferris at
]ferrlspetaluma@gmall com or call 707-481-6431.
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ST. VINCENT’S 2026 LECTOR AND VISITING OF
THE SICK BOOKS are available at the rectory office. If you
haven’t picked up your book, please do so. Office hours are
Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, closed for
lunch from 12 to 1 pm. If you have any questions, please call
the office at 707-762-4278.

BIRTHRIGHT OF PETALUMA - Do you or someone you
=3t know need free diapers, bottles, baby clothes,
S\‘Eﬁ?@ maternity clothes, children’s toys and more?
=07 ﬁy’) , £ Visit BIRTHRIGHT center in Petaluma, 370
%, 7% Sonoma Mountain Pkwy. Open Monday -
1:30 - 3:30 pm, Weds., and Friday from 10
am - 12 pm. For more information, please call 707-763-9888.
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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is held
S Thursday mornings after the weekday mass
for one hour, and the first Thursday evening
of the month, from 6 to 7 pm.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLEGE PREP invites Your
FRIRE Famlly to our Open House on Monday, November

St Vincent de Paul College Prep. Learn how your
child can benefit from the 21st-century education
we offer in a small but diverse learning communi-
ty. Our skills-based and personalized approach stands on the
intellectual and spiritual foundation of our 107-year Catholic
school tradition. Contact Mrs. Kerry Pedersen for more infor-
mation at kpedersen@svhs-pet.org.

Night of the Arts - Thursday, November 20th at 6:00pm: Join
the SV community for this semester's celebration of the crea-
tivity and collaboration in our Visual and Performing Arts de-
partment.

The High School Placement Test - Saturday, December 6th at
8:00am: Testing is required for all rising 9th graders. Contact
Mrs. Kerry Pedersen for more information at kpedersen@svhs-
pet.org.
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