WE ARE A EUCHARIST CENTERED PEOPLE WHO, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, LIVE OUR FAITH IN WORD AND DEED BY
SHARING OUR TIME. TALENT, AND TREASURE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER AND SERVE

THOSE IN NEED.
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini reflection: I make my living writing for Catholic publications. My readers are bound to agree with me —

* Ww‘;&(«.
A Fear No One

they’re usually reading my words in a church. But in my personal life, I am far less bold. I
do not fear those who can kill my body, but I do fear those who can kill my reputation.

In the 1883 painting “Mass in a Connemara Cabin,” a small congregation of shabbily
dressed faithful is huddled together in a sparsely appointed room. A priest extends his
hand over them in blessing. One woman presses her forehead to the ground in prayer.

This painting, created in 1883 by Aloysius O’Kelley, depicts a “station Mass,” offered for

the community in a private home. Though this practice originated in the period of the Pe-
nal Laws, when Catholic worship was illegal in Ireland, it persisted even after the “emancipation” of Catholics in

the 19th century.

I have used quotation marks around the word “emancipation” because we must never forget that just because some-
thing is made legal does not mean it is made popular. And it certainly is not made safe.

In the moments that pass immediately after this scene concludes, the altar candles will be extinguished and the
faithful will disperse, carrying the Body and Blood of Christ into a world suspicious of him, suspicious of them.

And yet here they are, kneeling. Foreheads pressed to the floor.

This painting sits on my family’s prayer table as a call to reflection. I make my living writing Catholic things for
Catholic publications. The people who read what I write are bound to agree with me — they’re usually reading my
words in a church. I must confess that in my personal life, I am far less bold. I fear controversy. I dread giving of-

fense. I buckle beneath the weight of discipleship.

It doesn’t matter that most Americans identify as “Christians” — the world we face when we leave Mass is every
bit as resentful of true Catholic teaching as the world that lies beyond O’Kelley’s Connemara cottage. And while I
do not fear those who can kill my body, I do fear those who can kill my reputation.

ass in a Connemara Cabin” illustrates how my ancestors worshiped: in secret, in shadow.
“M C Cabin” illustrates h t hiped t, had

I worship in the daylight.

Which of us acknowledges Christ more fully? More courageously?
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 22ND - 28TH

ISR Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5,
- b 12-13/Mt 7:1-5
> Tuesday' 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/
Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd 4, 10- 11/Mt7 6,12-14

_" Wednesday: Vigil: Jer 1:4- 10/Ps 71:1- 2, 3- 4a
23 5-6ab, 15ab and 17/1 Pt 1:8-12/

N Lk 1:5-17 Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1b-3,

2 13-14ab, 14c-15/Acts 13:22-26/
Lk 1:57-66, 80
2 Kgs 24:8-17/ Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8,9/
B Mt 7:21-29
& Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/ Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6/
Mt 8:1-4
Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/ Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5,
6-7,20-21/Mt 8:5-17
2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 6-17,
18-19/Rom 6 3-4,8-11/Mt 10: 37 42)
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ST. VINCENT’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2026-2027

Thursday:

Saturday:

Registrations for the English Religious Educa-
tion Program have begun. You can pick up a
+ | registration form in the bell room at the church
entrance or the Rectory’s front porch. We will
B schedule an in-person registration, the date is
stlll to be determmed Kindly return the completed form and
fee in a sealed envelope to the rectory office, attention Car-
men Aanenson, 707-762-4278 x114.

English First Communion Preparation classes will begin
Tuesday, September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th.

The PreK and K Program begins Sunday, September 27th.

ADULT CONFIRMATION: Are you an adult and missed
the sacrament of confirmation? Are you ready to deepen
your baptismal life, which calls you to be a missionary wit-
ness of Jesus Christ? Class begins in September. For a regis-
tration form, please contact Carmen Aanenson, 707-762-
4278 x114, dreaanenson@gmail.com.

OCIA: Are you interested in being a Catholic? Have you
ever thought about it? Are you being called to a deeper rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and His Church? Now is the time
to come and see what's next. Class begins in September. For
a registration form, please get in touch with Carmen Aanen-
son, 707-762-4278 x114, dreaanenson@gmail.com.

CONGRATULATIONS - to Martin George

. I];I: l)t" Hedge, Gia Grace Cerruti, and Colette
~|_Baptism _ )
\\? Violanna Espos Taeuffer who received the
bt Sacrament of Baptism.

CONFESSIONS are held in the church on
Thursdays at 6 pm and Saturdays at 3:30

_ pm; please enter through the confessional
(left) side.

OUR SYMPATHIES go out to the family of Liset Cristal
Marin-Contreras who passed away on May 28th. May the soul
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is held
after weekday mass on Thursday for one hour and every first
Thursday of the month from 6 - 7 pm.

z PLEASE PRAY FOR - Elaine Stevick, Ana
¥ Ruiz, Jovanny Cisneros, Consuelo Alvarez, Ana
Solar, Colin Lagos, and Michelle Paskal.

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Last Sunday’s offering:

Sunday Basket $9,303
On-Line Giving 2,454
Total $11,757

The second collection last weekend for
Peter’s Pence was $3,647.

Thank you for your generosity.

There is a second collection next weekend for the
Maintenance Fund.

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. VINCENT"’S - To sign up for
online giving, go to https://www.svdppetaluma.org guyue

and look for the red “Donate” button on the upper &%
right of the front page. You can also use this QR §E
code to take you directly to the website. For more itz
information, please contact the parish office at 707- 762

ST. VINCENT’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

At our Catholic elementary school, we are committed to form-
ing students who grow in Faith, Academics, and
Service, the three pillars that guide everything
we do.

Through daily prayer, participation in the sacra-
ments, and opportunities to deepen their rela-
tionship with Christ, our students are nurtured in a vibrant
faith-filled environment. In the classroom, they are challenged
to achieve academic excellence while developing critical
thinking, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning. Beyond
our campus, our students embrace the call to serve others
through acts of kindness, outreach projects, and service oppor-
tunities that reflect the Gospel values we cherish.

We invite you to support our mission of educating the whole
child—mind, body, and spirit—and helping our students be-
come compassionate leaders and faithful disciples of Christ.

If you would like to learn more about our school, schedule a
visit, or inquire about enrollment, please contact the school
office 762-6426 or email our Admission Director, Mrs.
Rynning at rynning@svelem.org. We are grateful for the con-
tinued prayers and support of our parish community.

Together, we are building a strong foundation of Faith, Aca-
demic Excellence, and Service for the next generation.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTRY: We are seeking parishion-
ers to serve as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion. If you have a deep love for the
; Eucharist and a desire to serve our community at
the altar or by visiting the homebound, we invite
you to join. Full training and orientation will be
provided. Interested? Please contact Joanne Ferris at 707-481-
6431 or email at, ferrisetaluma@gmail.com.

BIRTHRIGHT OF PETALUMA - Do you or someone you

T know need free diapers, bottles, baby clothes,

e‘@?@g maternity clothes, children’s toys and more?

i // , £ Visit BIRTHRIGHT center in Petaluma, 370
5. Sonoma Mountain Pkwy. Open Monday from
1:30 - 3:30 pm, Wednesday and Friday from 10
am - 12 pm. For more information, please call 707-763-9888.
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