
Mass intentions during May 18th - 24th 
 

Mon. 8:00 Maximiliana Valencia, Alfonso Mendez, Benito Lopez 
Tues. 8:00 Elodia Munguia (L)  
  George Girolo, Sr., Benito Lopez 
Wed. 8:00 Kay Patterson and Family (L) 
  Suzie Cummins (L), Lisa Galindo (L) 
  Vince Patterson, Hilda Sickles, Benito Lopez 
Thurs.  8:00 Carol Virgin (L), Sean Millar, Benito Lopez 
Fri. 8:00 Madeleine Kinnane, Veronica Girolo 
Sat. 8:00 The Tinoco Lopez Family (L), Benito Lopez 
 5:00 Christine Nantell 
 7:00 Ismael Ochoa Gonzalez (L) 
  Maria Abigail Ochoa Farias  
  Cecilia Mendoza Vazquez, Olgalidia Amador Diaz 
Sun. 7:30 Adair Placencia Arango, Dora Sherwood 
  Georgia Cort, Norbert and Pauline Andres 
 9:00 Pro Populo 
              10:30 - 
              12:00 Arelin and Leslie Jimenez (L) 
  The Jimenez Garcia Family (L) 
  Guillermo Silva, Francisco Padilla 

WE ARE A EUCHARIST CENTERED PEOPLE WHO, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, LIVE OUR FAITH IN WORD AND DEED BY 
SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER AND SERVE  

THOSE IN NEED. 
May 17, 2026 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
Friday, May 8, was the one-year anniversary of the election of Pope Leo XIV. I had to look up the date just to 
be sure. Pope Leo has needed to make several adjustments, first from his life as a Roman Cardinal, and before 
that as a Peruvian bishop and citizen. In fact, Pope Leo holds citizenship in three countries: the United States, 
the Republic of Peru, and the Vatican City State. 
 
About two months after he became pope, he began to put his personal affairs in order. His Holiness called his 
bank back in Chicago to change his address and other contact information. He correctly answered all of the 
security questions posed to him by the customer service agent. Still, she was not satisfied, and told the Pope 
that he would need to visit his branch office to settle the matter in person. He told the employee that it would 
be impossible for him to visit the branch in person. Then the Pope asked her, “Would it help if I told you that I 
am the Pope?” She assumed it was a prank call and hung up on His Holiness. 
 
Fortunately, the Pope knew someone in his Augustinian religious community in Chicago who happened to be 
friends with the president of that particular bank . He called the friend, and got it straightened out. The Pope 
should know better than anyone that it helps to have friends in high places. And there’s something remotely 
gratifying knowing that even Vicar of Christ doesn’t get better customer service than the rest of us. 
 
Pope Leo is of French, Italian, Spanish and Louisiana Creole background. His maternal grandfather and grand-
mother, Joseph and Marie, were born in the Dominican Republic (still under Spanish occupation) and New 
Orleans, respectively. In census documents of 1900 in New Orleans, they were described as “black” or 
“mulatto”. (Today we might say “bi-racial” or “mixed African and European heritage”.) In the census docu-
ments of 1920, after they had moved to Chicago, the were listed as “white.” The South was much more racial-
ly exclusionary; in the North, they could “pass.” Two of Pope Leo’s maternal aunts were religious sisters – 
one a Mercy Sister, the other a Sister of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (B.V.M.) – the same order that 
taught at our parish schools for nearly a century. 
 
Thanks to technology, which has given us the ability to be busybodies, you can look up the pope’s childhood 
home on Zillow or Realtor.com (“Own a piece of papal history...”). It’s 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,050 square 
feet, and located at 212 East 141st Place, Dolton, IL. Since the Pope left home after the 8th grade to attend 
seminary high school, his parents and brothers rarely saw him after that, so his two remaining brothers each 
could have their own room. 
 
Blessings, 
Fr. Bill Donahue  

7th Sunday of Easter  
John 17:1-11a  

Not long after my brother’s first child was born, a beautiful little girl named 
Mary Elise, I asked him what it was like. Was he nervous? Overwhelmed? He 
said, “When I first held her, I was in such shock. I think I just said, ‘I am your 
dad. I am your dad.’” That moment marked a deep transformation for him. He 

was not just holding a baby; he was stepping into a new identity. Over the 
years, I have seen him live his fatherhood with quiet sacrifice, joy, and faith-

fulness. It started with that moment of truth. 
This, I propose, is a glimpse of what Jesus means when he prays, “Consecrate 

them in the truth.” (John 17:17) To be consecrated is to be set apart in love, not 
taken out of the world. Consecration sends us into it with a new identity, al-
ways one that binds us to him and to others in love. Our bond to Jesus and 

others is the deep truth that he continually renews. 
Whenever we speak deep truths about ourselves, we experience this renewal: 

“I have sinned;” “I need help;” “I forgive you;” “I take you as my husband;” “I 
believe in one God…” Whether in confession, in the liturgy, or in a recovery 

group, truth heals and transforms. 
And the deepest truth of all? That we belong to the Risen and Ascended Christ. 

Our lives are no longer just ours. We are his and he is ours. 
Name one truth you need to step into more deeply, about yourself, someone 
else, or God. Maybe put it on a note on your mirror. Let that truth consecrate 

you this week.  
— Father John Muir 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 18TH - 24TH 
 

Monday:  Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday:  Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday:  Acts 20:28-38/ Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday:  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday:  Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 
 104:1-2, 24 and 35, 27-28, 29b-30/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 or, for the 
 Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/
 Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 (see Lectionary for Mass Supplement, 62) 
 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1 and 24, 29-30, 31 and 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7,  
 12-13/Jn 20:19-23  

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
Last Sunday’s offering: 

 Sunday Basket                    $12,289  
 On-Line Giving                      1,932  
 Total                                              $14,221  
 

The second collection last weekend for  
Catholic Communications was $3,672. 

 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 
ONLINE GIVING AT ST. VINCENT’S - To sign up for 
online giving, go to https://www.svdppetaluma.org 
and look for the red “Donate” button on the upper 
right of the front page. You can also use this QR 
code to take you directly to the website. For more 
information, please contact the parish office at 707-762-4278. 

ST. VINCENT’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
As we come to the close of another wonderful school year at 

St. Vincent de Paul Elementary School, we are 
filled with gratitude for the many blessings God 
has provided throughout the year.  
We extend our heartfelt thanks to our dedicated 
teachers and staff for their tireless commitment, 

faith-filled guidance, and loving care for our students each and 
every day. Their hard work goes far beyond the classroom, 
helping to nurture not only academic growth but also the spir-
itual and the moral development of our children.  
Thank you to our families and parish community for your con-
tinued support, prayers, and partnership in Catholic education. 
We pray that everyone enjoys a restful, safe, and joy-filled 
summer. May God continue to bless our school community 
abundantly.  
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord.” — Colossians 3:23 

CONFESSIONS are held in the church on 
Thursdays at 6 pm and Saturdays at 3:30 
pm; please enter through the confessional 
(left) side.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS - to Reylan Antoine Garcia-Zuluaga 
and Luca Angelo Tran who received the Sacrament of Bap-
tism. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR - Frank and Marlene Hench, Lori Ma-
drid, Consuelo Alvarez, Rudy Campos, Ana Solar, Colin La-
gos, and Michelle Paskal. 
 
OUR SYMPATHIES go out to the family of Henry Peter 
Corda who passed away April 28th and Benito Lopez who 
passed away May 12th. May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 
MEMORIAL DAY MASS: Please join Fr. Bill Donahue at 

Calvary Catholic Cemetery, 304 Magnolia 
Drive, Petaluma, on Monday, May 25th at 10 
am to celebrate Mass on Memorial Day. It will 
be a special opportunity to join in prayer for 
all those who have died in war, that we may 
live in peace, and for all who are buried in our 

cemeteries. Memorial Day also reminds us to pray for all our 
departed loved ones and our presence expresses our gratitude 
for the generosity of their lives and their selfless example.  
 
YOU ARE INVITED: All ministries and parishioners of our 

parish are invited to the celebration of our 
priest’s birthdays and priestly anniversaries, 
which will take place on Sunday, May 31st in 
the parish hall at 2:00 p.m. If you wish, feel free 
to bring a dish to share. We hope to see you 

there! For more information please call Ana Chanure at 707-
774-1128. 
 
HOLY GHOST MASS: On May 31st at our 10:30 am Mass 
the Petaluma Holy Ghost Society and the North Bay’s Portu-
guese community will be celebrating their annual Festa Do 
Espirito Santo. After mass, everyone is invited back to the 
Portuguese Hall, 4649 Bodega Avenue, Petaluma, to celebrate 
this tradition with a traditional Portuguese meal that is open to 
the public. For more information, please visit their website: 
www.petalumaholyghostsociety.org.  
 
CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION: The Diocesan Annual 

Eucharistic Procession will be on Thursday, June 
4th. We will meet at 5:30 pm for Mass at St. Rose 
of Lima, 398 10th St., Santa Rosa. The Eucharis-
tic procession will begin after Mass, stopping and 
praying at significant locations along the way, and 

will be concluded at the Cathedral of St. Eugene, 2323 Mont-
gomery Dr., Santa Rosa, around 8pm for Benediction.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLEGE PREP NEWS: Now 
Enrolling: Grades 9–12. To schedule a family tour, contact 
Kerry Pedersen at kpedersen@svhs-pet.org or call 707-763-
1032 ext. 113.  
SUMMER CAMPS: Academics, Arts, and Athletics (Grades 3

–9) Our engaging summer camp programs offer stu-
dents the opportunity to explore new interests, build 
skills, and have fun in a supportive environment. For 
more information, contact Tony Greco at 

tgreco@svhs-pet.org or scan the QR code to learn more. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIPS: The 

Knights of Columbus of St Vincent’s Parish wish to 
congratulate the three seniors receiving $1,000 schol-
arships: Melanie Garcia, Sarah Garcia, and Alexa 

Ruiz! We wish them well in their future studies! 
 
DIOCESE OF SANTA ROSA BILINGUAL WOMEN’S 
RETREAT - All women ages 18 and older are warmly invited 

to the Diocese of Santa Rosa Women’s Retreat 
on Saturday, July 18, 2026, at the Cathedral of 
St. Eugene. This year’s theme, “Where Do You 
Find Your Worth as a Daughter of God?,”. The 
retreat will include prayer, Holy Mass, the Ro-

sary, Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
and opportunities for fellowship and reflection through Scrip-
ture and art led by the Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa. 
For more information and registration, visit 
www.srcatholicwomen.org or scan the QR code. 


