
Mass intentions during August 10th - 16th 
 

Mon. 8:00 Claire Gibson (L) 
  Belem Medina Gonzalez, Marcia Ryan 
Tues. 8:00 Armando Alvarado (L), Estela Larrieta (L) 
  Isabella y Natalie Alvarado (L) 
  Belem Medina Gonzalez 
Wed. 8:00 Olga Lucia Gutierrez (L) 
  Donald Ricco, John H. Adams, Jr. 
  Evelyn Pedroni, Belem Medina Gonzalez 
Thurs. 8:00 George Bordi (L) 
  Gloria Bordi, Belem Medina Gonzalez 
Fri. 8:00 George Lee Bordi and Family (L) 
  Olga Lucia Gutierrez (L) 
  Ramon Ochoa Diaz, Belem Medina Gonzalez 
Sat. 8:00 Legion of Mary and Auxiliaries (L) 
  Teresa Cornejo (L) 
 5:00 Margarett Hadley, Sharon Almeida 
 7:00 Teresa Gonzalez and Family (L) 
  Jose Angel Carranza (L), Jovanny Cisneros (L) 
  Nicolas Escamilla, Belem Medina Gonzalez 
Sun. 7:30 Leonardo Guzman (L), Norbert Galego 
  Douglas and Michael Dolcini, Lina Mancini 
 9:00 Antonio and Felisbina Pardal, Frederic Holden 
  Wilfred and Helen Fatooh, Jerry Dixon 
                10:30 Pro Populo 
                12:00 Mario Herrera, Benditas Almas del Purgatorio 
  Moises and Adolfo Figueroa, Benito Lopez 
  Belem Medina Gonzalez 

WE ARE A EUCHARIST CENTERED PEOPLE WHO, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, LIVE OUR FAITH IN WORD AND DEED BY 
SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER AND SERVE  

THOSE IN NEED. 
August 9, 2026 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
Looking for God 

 
What do we think when we see Jesus coming to save us? 

 
The first thing the Apostles scream is “Ghost!” when they catch sight of Jesus 
walking towards them on water. That always makes me laugh. After all they 
have witnessed thus far as the companions of the Messiah, they see someone 
walking on water and they still react like extras in a bad episode of Scooby-
Doo.  
 
We are always more quick to believe a bad thing than a good thing. We can eas-
ily believe gossip and hearsay about a friend, but we fear being taken for a fool 
when it comes to faith. We would rather look cynical than stupid.  
 

“Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck,” reads Psalm 69. “My eyes fail, from looking for my 
God.” 
 
I think back on my life, on all the various ways that God has rescued me from slipping beneath the surface. 
Rarely did it ever occur to me, in the midst of it, that I was being rescued. In fact, I usually thought I was be-
ing held underwater. Did I hear His voice directing me, or did I only hear my own despairing? “Save me, 
God.” Was I looking for Him, or were my eyes shut in fear? “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”  
 
It’s never until after the fact — sometimes years after, or decades — that we see things clearly. That we see 
Christ in the situation, making his way toward us, hand outstretched.     ©LPi 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 14:22-33 

 
As a young, newly ordained priest, I admired a senior priest who was gifted, 

beloved, and had changed countless lives. But soon I learned that he had fallen 
in catastrophic and destructive ways. The painful juxtaposition of good and evil 
was complex to process. How could someone so seemingly good also be so bro-
ken and deceptive? It forced me to confront a sobering truth: leadership in the 

Church is no guarantee against weakness or sin. 
 

Peter teaches that truth in this week’s Gospel. When he sees Jesus walking on 
the sea, Peter does what leaders do. He goes first. “Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you on the water.” But when he sees how strong the wind is, he 

becomes frightened and, beginning to sink, cries out, “Lord, save me.” Immedi-
ately, Jesus stretches out his hand and catches him. 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas observes that Peter overcomes the greater danger of the 

waves but falters before the lesser threat of the wind. This is the paradox leaders 
often face. It is not always the great trials that undo us, but the smaller, quieter 

temptations, such as subtle fears and compromises, that lead us to sink. 
 

The good news is that Jesus does not abandon Peter. He saves him before it is 
too late. Our frail humanity lives within a rhythm of grace, risk, failure, and 

mercy. Jesus helps Peter overcome both the obvious and hidden sources of fear, 
and he promises to do the same for us. So, let us pray for all, especially our spir-

itual leaders. 
 

— Father John Muir     ©LPi 

WINE, WOMEN, AND WORD:  
 
Our 10th Anniversary gathering will be on Sunday, September 27, from 1 - 3 pm, at St. James Parish Center. 

Our anniversary party theme honors the Blessed Mother: She said Yes!" Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word" Luke 1:38. All women of faith 
from St. Vincent's and St. James' parishes are invited. In lieu of an “anniversary gift” we 
invite you to bring household items for Welcome Home Baskets for clients of COTS 
moving into permanent housing. If you have questions, or for more information, please 

contact Melissa Cabanas at 312-213-5156 or email at mccabanas@hotmail.com. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 10TH - 16TH 
 

Monday:  2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 
 9/Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday:  Ez 2:8-3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 
 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wed.: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2,  
 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:15-20 
Thurs.: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59,  
 61-62/Mt 18:21-19:1 
Friday:  Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/ 
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12 
Sat.:  Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/
 Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor 
 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 
 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 
 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Sunday:  Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-
28 

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
Last Sunday’s offering: 

 Sunday Basket                     $10,436  
 On-Line Giving                        3,476  
 Total                                                $13,912 

 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 
There will be a second collection this weekend for the  

Diocesan Seminarians. 
 

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. VINCENT’S - To sign up for 
online giving, go to https://www.svdppetaluma.org 
and look for the red “Donate” button on the upper 
right of the front page. You can also use this QR 
code to take you directly to the website. For more 
information, please contact the parish office at 707-762-4278. 

ST. VINCENT’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Welcome Back! 
 

As we begin the 2026 – 2027 school year, we 
joyfully welcome our students, families, facul-
ty, and staff back to our Catholic school com-
munity! 
 
May this new year be filled with God’s abun-

dant blessings as we grow together in faith, academics, and 
service to others. We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide our 
classrooms, inspire our hearts, and strengthen our commit-
ment to living the Gospel each day. 
 

A Blessing for Our Faculty and Staff: 
 

Heavenly Father, bless our dedicated faculty and staff with 
wisdom, patience, joy, and strength. May they be instruments 
of Your love, leading with compassion, teaching with excel-
lence, and inspiring every student to discover the gifts You 
have placed within them. Fill our school with peace, hope, 

and the light of Christ throughout this new year. Amen. 
 
Here’s to a year of learning, growing, serving, and becoming 
all God has called us to be. 
 
Welcome back—and may God bless our entire school family! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR - Alexine Silveira, 
Joyce Souza, Harry Mills, Kiki Baumgarten, 
Rose Wooley, Lori Madrid, Colin Lagos, and 
Michelle Paskal. 

 
CONFESSIONS are held in the church on Thursdays at 6 pm 
and Saturdays at 3:30 pm; please enter through the confession-
al (left) side.  
 
WINE WOMEN AND WORD BOOK CLUB: The Selec-
tion: Death Comes for the Archbishop, by Willa Cather, a 
1927 novel based on two historical figures of the late 19th cen-
tury, Jean-Baptiste Lamy and Joseph Projectus Machebeuf, and 
their attempt to establish a diocese in the New Mexico territo-
ry. Discussion will be on October 8, at 6 pm at Amanda's 
home, 900 Gossage Avenue, Petaluma. 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRA-
MENT is held Thursday mornings after the 
weekday mass for one hour, and the first 
Thursday evening of the month, from 6 – 7 pm.  

ST. VINCENT’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2026-2027 
 
Registrations for the English Religious Education Program 

have begun. You can pick up a registration 
form in the bell room at the church entrance or 
on the Rectory’s front porch. Kindly return the 
completed form and fee in a sealed envelope to 

the rectory office, attention Carmen Aanenson, Director of 
Religious Education. PLEASE NOTE: Carmen Aanenson is 
at the parish rectory Tuesday and Wednesday ONLY. 
 
ALL in-person registrations for the Religious Education pro-
grams are scheduled for Saturday, August 15, 22, and 29 in 
the parish hall from 9 - 11:30 am. 
 
English First Communion Preparation classes will begin 
Tuesday, September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th. 
 
The PreK and K Program begins Sunday, September 27th. 
 
ADULT CONFIRMATION: Are you an adult and missed 
the sacrament of confirmation? Are you ready to deepen 
your baptismal life, which calls you to be a missionary wit-
ness of Jesus Christ? For a registration form, please contact 
Carmen Aanenson, 707-762-4278 x114, dreaanen-
son@gmail.com or pick one up from the bell room or parish 
office before class begins. 
 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): Are you 
interested in being a Catholic? Have you ever thought about 
it? Are you being called to a deeper relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Church? Now is the time to come and see 
what's next. For a registration form, please call Carmen 
Aanenson, 707-762-4278 x114, dreaanenson@gmail.com or 
meet her at the in-person registration; the dates are listed 
above. 
 
The class for Adult Confirmation and OCIA will begin 
Wednesday, September 23rd from 6 - 7 pm. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFIRMATION 
PROGRAM 2026-2027  

 
Registration for the English and Spanish Confirmation pro-

gram will begin the following Saturdays in the par-
ish hall from 9 - 11:50 am: August 15th, 22nd, 29th 
and Sept. 5th. If you're registering your child for 
2nd Year Confirmation, YOU MUST BRING A 

COPY OF THEIR BAPTISM CERTIFICATE, even if they 
were baptized at St. Vincent’s Church. For more information, 
please call the parish office at 707-762-4278. 


