
Mass intentions during September 21st - 27th 
 

Mon. 8:00 Dominic Ortiz (L) 
  Norbert Galego, Evelyn Pedroni 
Tues. 8:00 Mr. Siegfried Masson, Mr. Wolfgang Scherer 
  Mr. Bernhard Zoeller 
Wed. 8:00 Tyler and Alexa Ruiz (L) 
  Ines Ochoa Ochoa, Harvey Cowen 
  Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Thurs. 8:00 Lisa and Damon Galindo (L) 
Fri. 8:00 The Lavio-Manni Family (L), Alex Ibarra, Sr. 
Sat. 8:00 Kiera Doherty and Family (L) 
 5:00 Linda Shipman (L) 
  Manuel V. and Francelina Lopes 
  Sharon Almeida 
 7:00 The Enriquez Gutierrez Family (L) 
  The DeLoera Rodriguez Family (L) 
  The Jaramillo Rodriguez Family (L) 
  Gerardo Enriquez 
Sun. 7:30 Pro Populo 
 9:00 The Society of SVDP and Volunteers (L) 
                10:30 The Flores Guzman Family (L), Jerry Thornton 
                12:00 Ignacio and Emma Gonzalez and Family (L) 
  Jose Luis Avalos, Abraham Avalos 
  Eladio Lopez Escobar 

WE ARE A EUCHARIST CENTERED PEOPLE WHO, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, LIVE OUR FAITH IN WORD AND DEED BY 
SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER AND SERVE  

THOSE IN NEED. 
September 20, 2026 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 20:1-16  

Every December, the priests of my diocese gather for a Christmas dinner with our bish-
op. Nearly 200 of us in one room: newly ordained and long retired, pastors of large 

parishes and quiet confessors, men full of energy and others moving more slowly. Some 
carry visible success; others bear hidden wounds. It is a tapestry of vocations and lives. 
When the bishop thanks us, I am always moved. For a moment, none of our differences 

matter. What matters is that we belong to one another. 
I usually leave that evening with a deep sense of peace, but also with a sober realization. 

Nothing drains joy from the vineyard of the Lord faster than comparison. The quiet 
habit of measuring, ranking, and resenting can creep in even among those who sincerely 

serve God. 
That is what Jesus exposes in today’s parable of the workers in the vineyard. The early 
laborers are not upset because they were treated unjustly; they are angry because others 
were treated generously. Their resentment blinds them to the gift already in their hands. 
When the landowner asks, “Are you envious because I am generous?” he names the real 

wound. 
This tension echoes throughout salvation history: the elder brother resenting the prodi-
gal, the faithful servant scorning the latecomer. Jesus does not deny the labor of those 
who have borne the heat of the day, but he refuses to let God’s mercy become a zero-

sum game. 
In the end, the vineyard’s reward is not about fairness but belonging. The joy offered is 
communion with a generous Father, who delights in gathering early and late, strong and 

weak, into one household of grace.    — Father John Muir…...©LPi 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF NORTHWEST CALIFORNIA invites parishioners to attend a free infor-
mational session about upcoming Public Charge changes taking effect on September 
18, 2026, and what they may mean for immigrant families Sunday, September 27, 2026 
at 1 pm in the parish hall. DOJ-accredited representatives will provide accurate infor-
mation, answer questions, and discuss available free immigration legal services. 

 
WINE, WOMEN, AND WORD: Our 10th Anniversary gathering will be on Sunday, September 27, from 1 - 

3 pm, at St. James Parish Center. Our anniversary party theme honors the Blessed 
Mother, Mary. All women of faith from St. Vincent's and St. James' parishes are invit-
ed. In lieu of an “anniversary gift”, we invite you to bring household items for Wel-
come Home Baskets for clients of COTS moving into permanent housing. For more 

information, please contact Melissa Cabanas at 312-213-5156. or email at mccabanas@hotmail.com. 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman  

The Why  
Sometimes, the Gospel takes everything you think you know about Jesus, throws it in a box, shakes it violently, dumps 

it on the floor, looks you in the eye and says: “Clean it up.”  
And there you are, picking up the pieces, wondering how, after 2,000 years, someone can still 
keep you guessing.  
Today is one of those Gospels. We know Jesus as a champion of the poor. We envision him as a 
social justice warrior. And now he’s advocating for time theft in the workplace? Make it make 
sense.  

Well, at its heart, today’s Gospel is a story about who gets what. A story about comparison, which we are told is the 
thief of joy — but without comparison, nothing would ever get done. In this world, wages are set, court cases are set-
tled, international borders are drawn, all by comparing one entity to another and evaluating that comparison to make a 
judgment.   
What this Gospel doesn’t tell us is the “why.” The workers who labored longest in the vineyard feel cheated because 
those who showed up later earn the same wage. This would be egregious — unless we consider that the only criteria 
used in the comparison is the length of the work day’s duration. Quality and efficiency of work is never even men-
tioned. For all we know, those all-day workers could have been standing around fanning themselves, and should feel 
lucky to get what they did.   
“Why” is a question we ask a lot in this life. Why did my dad die? Why did I get cancer? Why did my husband lose his 
job? As we pick up the pieces of today’s Gospel, we should ask ourselves this: when we know what we know about 
Who decides who gets what, do we have to know the “why?”      ©LPi 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 21ST—27TH 
 

Monday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/ 
 Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 
 34, 35, 44/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 
 104, 163/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 
 and 17bc/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:  Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/
 Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday:  Eccl 11:9-12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 
 14 and 17/Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday:  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
Last Sunday’s offering: 

 Sunday Basket                        $8,193  
 On-Line Giving                        1,748  
 Total                                                 $9,941  

 
The second collection last weekend the St. Vincent’s Church 

Religious Education Program was $3,630. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

There will be a second collection next weekend for the 
Maintenance Fund. 

 
ONLINE GIVING AT ST. VINCENT’S - To sign up for 
online giving, go to https://www.svdppetaluma.org 
and look for the red “Donate” button on the upper 
right of the front page. You can also use this QR 
code to take you directly to the website. For more 
information, please contact the parish office at 707-762-4278. 

ST. VINCENT’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

At St. Vincent de Paul School, we believe that some of the 
greatest gifts of a TK–8th grade education are the 
friendships formed along the way.  
Our first trimester virtue is Friendship, and what 
better place to learn the meaning of true friend-

ship than within a school community where children have the 
opportunity to grow alongside one another for so many years.  
One of the beautiful things about being a TK–8 school is that 
our students are part of something bigger than their individual 
classroom. Older students have opportunities to encourage 
and mentor younger students, while our younger students look 
up to those who have walked the halls before them. We cele-
brate together, pray together, learn together, and support one 
another as one school family.  
True friendship also means recognizing that we are called to 
be a friend to everyone, not just those who are most like us or 
part of our closest circle. Jesus calls us to love one another, to 
notice those who may feel left out, and to treat each person 
with dignity and kindness.  
May God bless our students with friendships rooted in faith, 
kindness, and love, and may our entire school community 
continue to grow together as one family.  
If you are interested in a tour, please call our office at 707-762
-6426 or email Mrs. Rynning at rynning@svelem.org 

CONGRATULATIONS - to Ryan James 
and Peter Alexander Dunham who received 
the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR - Jason Flores, Frank and Marlene 
Hench, Richard Rains, Phyllis Johnson, Colin Lagos, and 
Michelle Paskal. 
 

CONFESSIONS are held in the church on 
Thursdays at 6 pm and Saturdays at 3:30 
pm; please enter through the confessional 
(left) side.  

 
ST. VINCENT’S USHERS: The official mass attendance for 
the Diocese of Santa Rosa will be taken at ALL masses during 
the month of October 2026.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONFERENCE: Looking to 

be equipped as a disciple and inspired for mission? 
Join catechists, ministers, and faith leaders for a 
day of renewal and formation at the Religious Edu-
cation Congress on Saturday, September 26th, 

hosted by the Office of Faith Formation at Cardinal Newman 
High School. The day includes Mass followed by sessions 
with guest speakers Fr. Thomas Aquinas Pickett, O.P., Mary 
Ann Wiesinger-Puig, Paul Senz, Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J., 
and more. Register at srdiocese.org/recongress.  
 
THE SSU NEWMAN CENTER INVITES YOU TO THE 

EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE on Fri-
day, October 23 and Saturday, October 24 in 
the Warren Auditorium at SSU. Ready to 
encounter Christ more deeply in the Eucha-
rist? Join the SSU Newman Center for a two
-day conference, "Encountering Christ in the 

Eucharist: Learning, Loving, and Living the Truth," featuring 
Sr. Mary Emmanuel, Rev. Fr. Alan Acevedo, and more inspir-
ing speakers. Tickets are $60, but the first 100 students get in 
free. You can find the flyer with more information and a QR 
code on the parish boards at the entrance of the church. 

SACRAMENTAL CERTIFICATES: There are many origi-
nal and updated Baptism, First Communion, and 
Confirmation Certificates in the parish office. If 
you didn’t receive the original or forgot to pick up 
the certificate you requested, please stop by to 
pick them up, or call the parish office at, 707-762-
4278 for more information. 

 
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION: Join us on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22 from 9:30 am to 12 pm at the Hanna Center Audito-
rium, 1700 Arnold Drive, Sonoma CA 95476, for an informa-
tive and supportive caregiver forum featuring three engaging 
sessions designed to help navigate the dementia caregiving 
journey with greater confidence. More information and a QR 
code can be found in the bulletin boards at the entrance of the 
church. To register, go to, tinyurl.com/caringwithconfidence.  

ST. VINCENT’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2026-2027:  
 

The PreK and K Programs begin Sunday, 
September 27th. Registrations close Septem-
ber 28th. 
 

The Adult Confirmation and OCIA begins Wednesday, 
September 23rd from 6 - 7 pm. Registrations close Septem-
ber 28th. 
 
For more information, please call Carmen Aanenson, 707-762
-4278 x114, dreaanenson@gmail.com. Please Note: Carmen 
is available Tuesdays and Wednesdays only. 


